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7KUHHWLHU )LUVWVFKRRO±+HDGWHDFKHUV  )LUVWVFKRRO±7HDFKHUV  
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7ZRWLHU 6HFRQGDU\VFKRRO±+HDGWHDFKHUV  6HFRQGDU\VFKRRO±7HDFKHUV  
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Key: Yellow = three-tier schooling system, blue = two-tier schooling system 
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ZDVZRUGHGduring a typical school week, are you taught by too many or not enough 
different teachers?:KHUHDVWKHPLGGOHDQGSULPDU\YHUVLRQRIWKHTXHVWLRQZDVwhat 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































0DWKV  999 9
6FLHQFH  999 9
+LVWRU\ 9 99 9
*HRJUDSK\ 9 99 9
5HOLJLRXVHGXFDWLRQ 999 9 
0RGHUQIRUHLJQODQJXDJHV  9 999
,&7  9 999
'HVLJQDQGWHFKQRORJ\   9999
3K\VLFDOHGXFDWLRQ   9999
$UWDQGGHVLJQ  9 999
0XVLF   9999

























































system helps to gradually introduce children to the teaching and learning environment 




































KRZIDUWKH\DJUHHZLWKWKHVWDWHPHQWmy child is taught by teachers who are experts 















































7ZRWLHUQ  7KUHHWLHUQ  $OOQ 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 7KUHHWLHU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IRUWKHTXHVWLRQdo your teachers help you if you are stuck with your work?$JDLQ
SULPDU\SXSLOVZHUHPRUHOLNHO\WRVD\WKH\UHFHLYHGKHOS














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































FKLOGUHQDJHGH[SHULHQFLQJdisinterest in school workQ , KRZHYHU
UHODWLYHO\KLJKSURSRUWLRQVWKRXJKLWOLNHO\WKDWFKLOGUHQZRXOGH[SHULHQFHa dip 


































































































do your teachers know your name?7KLVLVUHSRUWHGLQ&KDSWHU)LJXUH
$TXHVWLRQZDVLQFOXGHGLQWKHWHDFKHUV¶TXHVWLRQQDLUHZKLFKDVNHGZKHWKHUFKLOGUHQ
PLJKWEHPRUHOLNHO\WRH[SHULHQFHa teacher or other adult at the school they feel they 












































































































UHVSRQGHQWVDJUHHGRUGLVDJUHHGZLWKWKHVWDWHPHQWchildren are encouraged to 




































































































DJUHHLQJZLWKWKHVWDWHPHQWthere is a great deal of social interaction between children 





































































































H[WHQWUHVSRQGHQWVDJUHHZLWKWKHVWDWHPHQWthere are few problems with bullying or 
















DUHfewLQVWDQFHV7KHVWDWHPHQWVKRXOGSHUKDSVKDYHEHHQZRUGHGthere are no or 
































ZHUHWKHOHDVWOLNHO\WRVD\WKDWthere are few instances of bullying and 































































































































































































































































































3DUHQWVRIFKLOGUHQDW'RUVHWVFKRROVZHUHDVNHGWRHYDOXDWHthe general behaviour of 




















children are offered a wide range of extra-curricular opportunities and activities:KLOH
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3DUHQWVZHUHDVNHGKRZIDUWKH\DJUHHZLWKWKHVWDWHPHQWthe school encourages the 


































ranges of schools within the three-tier system align more closely with children’s social 
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7ZRWLHUQ  7KUHHWLHU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TXHVWLRQFURVVWDEXODWHGZLWKUHVSRQVHVWRDQHDUOLHUTXHVWLRQdo you do well in your 



















































































































































































































































































































































the number of scheduled school to school transfers in the three-tier system causes 























































































































































































































VXUYH\DVNHGUHVSRQGHQWVKRZIDUWKH\DJUHHZLWKWKHVWDWHPHQWthe three-tier system 
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You and your school 
Questionnaire for Year 5
This questionnaire is about what you think of your school. 
 Please answer the questions below using a black pen. 
Put a tick in the box which matches your answer like this:  
 If you cannot answer any question, please leave it blank.
Q1. Are you a boy or a girl? Boy
Girl
Q2. Please answer the questions below by ticking one box for each question. The example below 




Do you like being at your school?
a. Do you like being at your school?
b. Do you find out new things in lessons?
c. Do you do well in your school work?
d. Do you feel comfortable putting your hand up and 
speaking in class?
e. Do your teachers know your name?
f. Do your teachers help you if you are stuck with work?
g. Do other children behave well?
Q3. What do you think about the number of children 
there are at your school?
Too many children at your school
About the right number of children at your school
Not enough children at your school
;
9
Please turn over 
<0
Q7. What do you think about the number of teachers at your school?
Too many teachers at your school
About the right number of teachers at your school
Not enough teachers at your school
Q6. Do you have friends in other year groups at your school?
Yes, lots of friends in other years
Yes, a few friends in other years
No friends in other years
Q5. Is your school friendly or unfriendly?
Friendly
Unfriendly
Q4. What do you think about the size of your school?
Too big
About the right size
Too small
In September last year, you moved to this school from your first school. 
Please answer the questions below thinking about how you felt about moving 
to your middle school:










Q11. Would you have preferred to stay at your old school until you are 11, 
and then move on to a secondary school in Year 7?
Yes  >> If yes, please answer question 12
No  >> If no, please answer question 13
Not sure  >> If not sure, that is the end of your questions
Q10. How well do you think you are doing in your school work since moving 
to your middle school last September?
I'm doing better than I was at first school
I'm doing just as well as I was at first school
I'm not doing as well as I was at first school
Don't know
Q12. Please tell my why you would have preferred to stay at your old school until age 11:
Q13. Please tell me why you would not have preferred to stay at your old school until age 11:
Thank you for answering 
these questions.











You and your school 
Questionnaire for Year 8
This quest ionnaire is about  what  you think of your school. 
 Please answer the quest ions below using a black pen. 
Place a t ick in the box which matches your answer like this:  
 If  you cannot  answer any quest ion, please leave it  blank.
Q1. Are you male or female? Male Female
Q2. Please answer the questions below by ticking one box for each question.  
The example below shows how you would f il l in the f irst  row if  you wanted to say that  you like being at  
your school 'somet imes': 






Do you l ike being at  your school?
a. Do you like being at  your school?
b. Do you learn new things in lessons?
c. Do you do well in your school work?
d. Do you feel comfortable put t ing your hand up 
and speaking in class?
e. Do your teachers know your name?
f. Do your teachers help you if  you are stuck 
with work?
g. Do other pupils behave well?
Q3. What do you think about the number of pupils there are at your school?
Too many pupils at  your school
About  the right  number of pupils at  your school
Not  enough pupils at  your school
;
9
Q4. During a typical school week, are you taught by too many or not enough different teachers?
Too many dif ferent  teachers
About  the right  number of dif ferent  teachers
Not  enough dif ferent  teachers Please t urn over 
<0
Q6. Is your school friendly or unfriendly?
Friendly
Unfriendly
Q7. Do you have friends in other year groups at your school?
Yes, lots of friends in other years
Yes, a few friends in other years
No friends in other years
Q5. What do you think about the size of your school?
Too big
About  the right  size
Too small
Q10. Do Year 8 pupils at your school have the chance to take on a responsible role such as prefect, 




Q8. Do you take part in any clubs or activities outside of lessons, such as sports clubs /  teams, 
hobby clubs, school plays, music, choirs, school magazines, school council?
Yes, I do take part  in out  of lesson act ivit ies [Now please go t o quest ion 10]
No, I don't  take part  in any out  of lesson act ivit ies [Now please go t o quest ion 9]




Q12. How do you feel you are treated by teachers and other staff at your school?
I am t reated as if  I am younger than I really am
I am t reated about  right  for my age
I am t reated as if  I am older than I really am
Q9. If no, please tell me why you don't take part in any of these activities:
Cont inued 
<0
In Sept ember next  year, you wil l  move f rom your middle school t o an upper or high school. 
Please answer t he quest ions below t hinking about  how you feel  about  t he move t o your 
upper or high school: 




















Q18. Do you think your new school will be too big or too small? 
Too big
About  the right  size
Too small
Please t urn over 
<0
Thank you for answering these questions.
Q21. Please tell me your main reasons for giving the answer you gave to question 20:
Q20. Would you have preferred to stay at your primary or first school until the end of Year 6, and 
go to a secondary school when you were aged 11 (Year 7), instead of coming to a middle 




Q19. Do you think there will be too many or too few pupils at your new school? 
Too many pupils
About  the right  number of pupils
Too few pupils
Q22. Please tell me one thing you are most looking forward to about going to upper or high school in 
September:
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Please go to Q6 
Please go to Q7 
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HQYLURQPHQWIRUORQJHUWKDQLVQHFHVVDU\    
7KHWKUHHWLHUV\VWHPKHOSVWRJUDGXDOO\LQWURGXFHFKLOGUHQWR
WKHWHDFKLQJDQGOHDUQLQJHQYLURQPHQWRIDVHFRQGDU\VFKRRO    
7KHWKUHHWLHUV\VWHPLVDQH[SHQVLYHZD\WRHGXFDWHFKLOGUHQ    
7KHQXPEHURIVFKHGXOHGVFKRROWRVFKRROWUDQVIHUVLQWKH
WKUHHWLHUV\VWHPFDXVHVXQQHFHVVDU\DQ[LHW\IRUFKLOGUHQ    
7KHWKUHHWLHUV\VWHPLVEHWWHUDEOHWRSURYLGHJRRGSDVWRUDO
FDUHIRUFKLOGUHQWKDQWKHWZRWLHUV\VWHP    
7KHWKUHHWLHUV\VWHPLVLQDSSURSULDWHDVLWGRHVQRWILWZLWKWKH
1DWLRQDO&XUULFXOXPNH\VWDJHVWUXFWXUH    
D$UH\RXJHQHUDOO\LQIDYRXURIWKHWKUHHWLHUV\VWHPLQYROYLQJPLGGOHVFKRROV"
<HV  8QGHFLGHG 1R 
E3OHDVHJLYHEULHIUHDVRQVIRU\RXUUHVSRQVHWRTXHVWLRQD










Thank you for completing this questionnaire, your assistance with this research is much appreciated.  
Please return your completed questionnaire in the envelope provided to: 




































Research into the two- tier and three- tier schooling systems
Questionnaire for parents or carers
As part of my PhD research I would like to f ind out  what you t hink about your child's school and 
your views on the suitability of  schools covering different age- ranges. If  you would like to view an 
information sheet about this research and the purposes of this quest ionnaire, please click here. 
This quest ionnaire is intended only for parents or carers of children current ly attending a state 
school in Dorset (i.e. Dorset County Council schools). I f you have more than one child currently 
attending a Dorset school, please answer with reference to the oldest child. 
p
p
Please answer each quest ion by t icking in the box or typing your answer in as appropriate, when 




School of Educat ion 
The University of Nott ingham
To begin the survey please click 'next' below, if you cannot see the 'next' 
button, please scroll down the screen. 
Q1. Which type of school does your child currently attend?
Infants school (nursery or recept ion -  age 7)
Junior school (ages 7- 11)
First  school (nursery or recept ion -  age 9)
Primary school (nursery or recept ion -  age 11)
Middle school (ages 9- 13)
Secondary school (ages 11 -  16 or 18)
Upper school (ages 13 -  16 or 18)
Unsure (if  unsure, please write the name of your child's school in the box below)
School name:
Remember, if you have more than one child currently attending 
a Dorset school, please answer these questions with reference 
to the oldest child.
Q2. How would you rate the following aspects of your child's school?
Good Fair Poor Don't know
The out- of- lesson act ivit ies available (e.g. sports 
t eams/ clubs, school plays, choirs, school magazine, 
hobbies clubs etc.)
The general behaviour of children at the school
The opportunit ies children have to take on 
responsible roles (e.g. house captains, prefects, 
student representat ives, school council etc.)
The help and support  of fered with school work (e.g. 
individual help with class work, addit ional tutoring if  
required etc.)
The help and support  of fered with non- school work 
related issues (e.g. help with personal problems etc.)
The facilit ies and equipment available (e.g. science 
labs, sports facilit ies, library, design & technology 
equipment etc.)












My child is treated fairly by staff
My child is taught by teachers who are 
experts in their subjects
There are few problems of bullying or 
harassment between children
The school encourages the personal 
and social development of my child
My child likes this school
The work my child is given is generally 
t oo easy for him/ her
Q4a.  Ideally, which system would you prefer for your child? [Please t ick one only]
Two- t ier with transfer to secondary school at  age 11
Three- t ier with middle schools for ages 9- 13
Three- t ier with middle schools for ages 8- 12
Other system (please detail below)
Q4b. Please give brief reasons for your preferred system for your child:
Your child attends a school in an area which operates both a 'two- tier' and a 
'three- tier' schooling system. 
The two- tier system involves primary schools (or infants and juniors) for children 
up to age 11, and then a secondary school for ages 11+ . 
The three- tier system in your area involves first or primary schools for children  
up to age 9, and then a middle school for ages 9- 13 followed by an upper school 
for ages 13+ . 
Q4d. I f you would like to comment on the suitability of the system you went through (e.g. 
did you feel you transferred to secondary school too early /  too late?) please use the 
space below: 
Q4c.  Which system matches most closely the schooling system you went through? 
 [Please t ick one only]
Two- t ier with transfer to secondary school at  age 11
Three- t ier with middle schools for ages 9- 13
Three- t ier with middle schools for ages 8- 12
Other system (please detail below)
Q5b. Please give brief reasons for your answer to Q5a:
Q5a. At what age do you think your child is/ was ready for transferring to a secondary 
school environment?
If you would like to receive a summary report on the findings from this survey by email, 
please provide an email address below: 
Thank you very much for completing this questionnaire. 























4XHVWLRQVDGGUHVVLQJUHVHDUFKTXHVWLRQ$Are there differences in the educational experiences between 9-13 middle schools and their counterparts in the two-tier system, 

































































































































































'R\RXILQGRXWQHZWKLQJVLQOHVVRQV" 3XSLOV $OO /LIWHGIURP2IVWHG¶VSULPDU\SXSLOVXUYH\







ZKLFKDVNHGWKHH[WHQWWRZKLFKSXSLOVDJUHHGZLWKWKHVWDWHPHQWI think I 





























































4XHVWLRQVDGGUHVVLQJUHVHDUFKTXHVWLRQ%Are there differences in children’s social development and emotional well-being between those attending 9-13 middle schools 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Before sw itching recorder  on, confirm  w hat  system  each at tendee 
w ent  through. 
 

SW I TCH RECORDER ON 


1 )  Academ ic /  educat ional aspects of your school exper ience 
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Q  Q  Q  Q  Q 
7UDLQHGDVSULPDU\
WHDFKHU          
7UDLQHGDVPLGGOH
VFKRROWHDFKHU          
7UDLQHGDVVHFRQGDU\
WHDFKHU          
2WKHU          
























)LUVWVFKRROKHDGWHDFKHUV     
)LUVWVFKRROWHDFKHUV     
0LGGOHVFKRROKHDGWHDFKHUV     
0LGGOHVFKRROWHDFKHUV     
8SSHUVFKRROKHDGWHDFKHUV     






















3ULPDU\VFKRROKHDGWHDFKHUV     
3ULPDU\VFKRROWHDFKHUV     
6HFRQGDU\VFKRROKHDGWHDFKHUV     
6HFRQGDU\VFKRROWHDFKHUV     



































































     
<6HFRQGDU\Q 
<6HFRQGDU\Q 
<6HFRQGDU\Q 
<0LGGOHQ 
<0LGGOHQ 
<0LGGOHQ 
<0LGGOHQ 
<3ULPDU\ Q 
<3ULPDU\ Q 
<3ULPDU\ Q 
<)LUVWQ 
3HUFHQW
0DOH
)HPDOH
